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Foreign Press Bulletin is a daily publication of the Forelgn Docu~-
ments Division giving press items of current interest which, to our
knowledge, have not been reported by other media. The items are grouped
by subject category.

SCIENTIFIC-TECHNICAL

RIGA SCIENTIFIC CENTER -- Riga, Cina, 27 Jul 60

A large, 5-hectare construction project of the Academy of Sciences
Latvien SSR is under way in Rigs. According to the Seven-Year Plan, the
institutes of organic synthesis, power and electrical englneering, wood
chemistry, and architecture and construction are to be bullt there. The
Institute of Architecture and Construction is nearing completion. A S5-ton
structure for testing the strength of materials will be installed in a
huge, three-story hall. Next to this hall will be s molding shop for the
production of various building materials, as well as & "climatic chamber"”
for testing the strength of materials under various temperatures and
climatic conditions end a number of other lsborastories. The Institube's
employees are expected to move into their new guarters in September 1960.
Two buildings for chemical scientists are to be completed in 1960. An
international chemical conference will be held here in 1961.

The Institute of Power and Electrical Engineering will be the largest;
13 million rubles has been sllotted for building construction. All labow-
ratories will have modern eguipment, ensbling the scientists to work on
such problems as fuel for the Latvian SSR, sutomatization of local central
heating systems, and exploitation of natursl gas. The sclentists will
develop new electrical devices, study the use of semiconductors, and
investigate other problems of importance to the national €Conomy .

The Institute of Organic Synthesis will have one of the most modérn
and Important buildings in the whole Baltic region. It was planned by
Leningrad architects.

The new sclentific center will provide the most favérable working
conditions for 900 scientists of the Latvian SSR.

[Comment: A photograph in source shows the building of the Institute
of Power and Electrical Engineering under construction.]
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ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE -- Pelping, Kusng-ming Jih-pac, 13 Jul
60, p 2

Summaries of achlevements and experiences in astronomy during the
past 3 years were reported and plans for the fubure were outlined at a
mational econference held at the Purple Mountain Astronomical Observatory
CPYRGHT in Nenking and sponsored by the Chinese Astronomical Soclety and the
Academlsa Sinica. More than 100 representatives from all parts of China
attended. Chang Yu-che, director for administratlon of the observatory,
and Tal Wen-sal, deputy director, read work reports of the Scilence Com-
mittee and the Chinese Astronomical Soclety; some TO scientific papers were
read - on "Man-Made Satellites,” "Space Ratkets," MProgress in Astro-
evolution," and "Revolutionary Teachings in Astronomy," radio astronomy,
observation of wariable and unsteble stars, theories on solar flares,
changes in speed of earth revolution, and polar precesslon.

CONFERENCE ON TRANSISTORS -- Warsaw, Przeglad Techniczny, 13 Jul 60, p 2

At a 2-day conference on transistors recently held in Warsaw, a
nunber of speclalist groups were organized which will be concerned with
[the complicated problems involved in transistor production, research,
CPYRGHT end design. The conference, attended by 150 representatives, primarily
Of science and the electronie and electrotechnical industries, discussed
the organization of research work on transistors, application of tran=i
cistors in industry, development methods for the near future, and the
most Important achievements in utilizing transistors in industry.

ECONCMIC

CHEMICAL INDUSTRY RESEARCH -- Warsaw, Przeglad Technilczny, 13 Jul 60, p 8

In the Polish chemical industry, research is conducted by 11 scientifie
research leboratories. Two are directly associated with the Ministry of
the Chemical Industry, and the rest are in individual associations, in-
cluding four central laborstorles and 83 plant research laboratories. The
laboratories jointly employ 4,800 people, about 3.5 percent of all employees
CPYRGHT in the chemical industry. :

In 1959, the Technical Progress Fund spent about 113 million zloty
in the ministry-associated and central laboratories of the chemical
industry; in 1960, the expenditure will be inereased to 135 million zloty,
not inecluding the plant research laboratories which are financed from
&nterprise funds. Expenditures for experimental production will be 80
million zloty in 1960, compared with 35 million in 1959. Production value
of important new products begun in 1959 was sbout 240 million zloty, and
it is expected to reach 550 million zloty in 1960.
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NEW TECHNOLOGY PLAN -~ Berlin, Die Lebensmittelindustrie, Jul 60, -
pp 313-31k

On 27 April 1960, the State Plenning Commission resolved that all _
enterprises, institutlons, vvBs (Associations of People-Owned Enterprises),
CPYRGHT |[Xreise, Bezirke, departments of the State Planning Commission, and minis-
tries will for the first time prepare a plan to be known as the New Tech~-
nology Plan. Included in this plen will be data on research and develop-
ment end their practicel epplication in production, stendards, incorporation
of new products and processes in productlon, automatizetion, and techna-
loglesl and orgenization measures.

E6{AIL TRANSPORT IMPROVED - Peiping, T'u-mu Kung-ch'eng Hsueh-pao, 10 Mar
0, p 21 f

Unrestricted movement of trains through China's mountalnous areas
has been one of the chief successes achieved as a result of the efforts
for prevention of landslides. The serious consequences caused by in-
creassed lsndslides on the Pao-chi--T'ien-shul, Pgo-chi--Ch'eng-tu, and
Ying~t'sn--Amoy lines were basicelly alleviated in 1959, thus assuring
CPYRGHT unrestricted travel. The Pao-chi--T'ien-shui line was cut because of
landslides only 16 hours and 37 minutes in 1959, whereas the line was
out for 1,080 hours in 1954%. Similarly, the Pso-chi--Ch'ung-tu line
was broken for 1,000 hours in 1958, but in the rainy season of 1959, the
1ine was broken only 237 hours and 48 minutes. The Canton--Hankow line
frequently suffered rock slides, but the efforts of the Pting-shih sectlon
gang have basically eliminated the causes of such damage. Landslide pre-
ventive measures have also ensured unrestricted passage of trains on the
Heng-yang--Lui-chou line. == Wang Chu-ch'len, Vice-Minister of Railways,
in a report to the Natlonal Conference on Protection Against Landslides.
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